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An APPEAL to the GOSPEL for the true Doétrine 
of DIVINE PREDESTINATION, concorded with the 
Orthodox Doctrine of GOD’s rrexr-GRAce, and 
MAWN’s FREE-WILL. 


By FOHN PLAIFERE, B. D. 
[Concluded from Vol. I. Page 560. ] 
CHAP. IX. 

Concerning the Salvability of the Heathen. 


HAT GOD, for the merit of Chrift, will accept of the 
fincere endeavours of al] men who live according to 
their beft abilities, though he was not pleafed to blefs 

all with the light of revelation, may be argued in the fol- 
lowing manner. 

If we make a refearch into what all religion is founded 
upon, it will appear principally to be the belief of the Di- 
vine goodnefs. Without this men could not think the 
Supreme Being to be of fuch condefcenfion, as to take 
notice of them and their a€tions ; much lefs would any cre- 
dit his having revealed himfelf to men, or reconciled him- 
felf to us by the incarnation and fufferings of his Son, 
Whatfoever, therefore, weakens the belief of this, muf 
leflen 
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leffen the credibility of religion. But that GOD fhould not 
only have given greater light to the vifible church, but alfo 
have wholly excluded the bulk of mankind, who never had 
opportunity of coming within the pale of it, from a pofli- 
bility of falvation, feems no way reconcileable with it. For, 
if to have raifed out of the womb of nothing, infinite myriads 
of men, into a condition from which they fhould unavoid- 
ably drop into eternal and unutterable forrows, be confifient 
with goodnefs, contradictions may be true, and a! rational 
deduftions but a dream. It therefore feems neceliary to 
conclude, from the benignity of the Divine Nature, that he 
would give, to all thofe whom he had brought under the dil- 
advantageous effets of their progenitor’s difobedience, a pof- 
fibility, at leaft, of avoiding the miferable confequences, and 
of betiering their condition, 

Let us next inquire, wheiher there hath not been, and 
may not be, fome out of the pale of the church, whofe be- 
haviour might in reafon incline us to think them fit objeéts for 
the Divine compaflion. And this fcarce needs proof among 
wife and difpaflionate men; it fhall, therefore, futlice to men- 
tion an inflance or two, out. of the great variety which an- 
cient and modern accounts affurd us. 

f one was to enter into the charafer of Socrates, it would 
be cafy to fetit in a very advantageous light. ‘The ufeful- 
nefs of his fudies and labours in improving and recommend- 
ing morality, the inoffenfivenefs of his behaviour, the admi- 
rable fimplicity and patience which he every where manifeft- 
ed, the occafion of his death, and his meek fubmiffion and 
Inagnanimous carriage in un iergoing it, would jullify very 
fhining encomiums. And it is plain he afied upon worthy 
principles: for it is impoflible that the human mind fhould 
have had more juit and exalted thoughts than thofe of his, 
preferved by Plato. “ Ihave good hope,” faith he, in one 
of his laft conferenc a that thofe who have ended this life, 
“ are not wholly extinét; and that 1 is far better with the good 
“ than the vicious.’ To pafs over many noble fentiments 
which he uttered, as he drew towards the cataftrophe of an 
Wluitrious lite; what a happy confcioulnels in his own in- 
tegrity, 
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CONCORDED WITH FREE GRACE. 7 
teyrity, becoming diffidence in his own performances, and 
truft in the Divine Goodnefs, is there in what he faith to Cri- 
to? “ Whether GOD will be pleafed to approve of my ae- 
“tions, I know not,«but I have this good aflurance, that 


’ 


“ | have not been wanting in my en jeavours ; and I| have not 
“ lefs f od hopes, that he will favourably accept of them.” 
The parts which he and fgme others atted, were indeed fo 
very fhining, that fome of the ancient * fathers have not feru- 


pled to efteem and call them Chniftians; and a + modern, ot 


equally great learning and good-nature, hath Wayen them a 


kind of canonization. Arifizdes alfo, Ph n. Foreius, and 
{ 


fome other great names, might defervediy be mentioned to 


their honour; men, who amidit palpabie ignorance, and mofl 
flagrant iniquity, dared to exert the moft heroic and con 
cuous virtues; but they muft be altogether flrangers in 


dory, who are unacquainted with their merit and sult culo. 
gium. 

But if thefe, and fome others Of the heroes of gentile 
entiquity, fhould be thought to have been ove painte i. l 
man can fcarce have the leaft temptation to flatter the chara 


’ ] 1? 
na yer many, cipecially i 1 


eas have travelled and converfed with them. in thofe parts 


ter of the poor n odern heathen. 


where they are not exafperated by the extravagancies, 1 

> 
corrupted by the commerce of our | iropeans, confirmed 
what the Bifhop Ot CAtapa fla th ot lome ot t! « ihe 


i 


* natives of the Weft Indies are endowed with the moft in 


** nocent fimplicity, being flrangers to diflimulation, artifice, 
’ ? , ’ ’ 
*€ and traud; they fervethei fuperiors with an unbiafled fidel 
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diipofitions for it than moft ofthe reft of the world; becaufe 
they live free from the hurry and care of bufinefs. When 
“ they had once received fome ideas of our religion, they 
« were fo inflamed with a defire to have a fuller knowledge 
* of it, that their inflru¢tors had need of extraordinary pa- 
“ tience, to moderate their impetuofity, and to anfwer the 
“ numerous queflions which they propounded. Certainly 
“ thefe nations would be the moft happy in the world, if 
“ they had but the knowledge of the true GOD: and thofe 
“who treated them fo inhumanly, are obliged to acknow- 
‘ledge the natural goodnefs of their tempers, and happy 
“ difpofitions for all kind of virtues.” 

Befides thefe and numberlefs others, we fee from an in- 
ftance in feripture, that a Gentile, Atts x. 2, 3, 4. could 
be devout and fear GOD, could be conjlant in prayer, and abun 
dant in good works; and that this was accepted before GOD. 
And if others in the heathen world do the beft they can 
(as from the accounts we have of them, we muft charitably 
judge they do) who can doubt but the common Father of 
men looks upon them with the fame gracious eye? And 
though the unfearchable wifdom of his providence thinks 
not good to carry the gofpel into the countries where they are 
interfperfed, yet furely a memorial of them will be preferved 
before him; and when he {hall come to take an account of 
his fervants, in as much as they did not bury, but improve 
the one talent which they received, he fhall admit them 
into their Mafter’s joy. 

If the adorable goodnefs of GOD, and the innocent 
fimplicity of many in the heathen world, incline us to 
favourable thoughts of them; !et us fee what countenance 
the facred writings give us herein. 

1. There feems to be room for arguing from the many 
declarations of the juflice and equity of GOD, Ezek. xviii. 
25. 29. &c. Rom. ii. 11. it fcarcely appearing to human 
apprehenfion, if the fincere heathen (fuch as, probably, the 
great patriarch pleaded for) fhould perth with the wicked, 
that the Fudge of all the earth would do right, Gen. xviii. 
25- bor where wilful ignorance, or the rejeéting of re- 
vealed 
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Wealed religion, is not chargeable, what is it that the mot 
jut GOD can punifh? Not believing or obeving the go! 
pel, it cannot be: for he can require no more of any than 
he gave them means of attaining to; and can punith only 
the having atted beneath the abilittes men-were pofieiied o!: 
but it is impothbie for any to believe what they never beard, 
or praétife what they have no flouon of, Rom, x. 14. If 
men have done their utmoft towards improving their faeu}- 
ties, and atied fuitably to the deduétions made according 
to the cleareft light of reafon, or rather, according to éée 
true light, that lghteth every mean that cometh into the 
world, John 1. g. fhail he, whofe ways are motft equal, 
pais by the due ufe of what he gave, ‘unrewarded, becaufe 
he gave no more? Surely nothing is naturally good or evil, 
odious or acceptable to GOD, if patience in affliciions, 
meeknefs in bearing affronts and injuries, univerfal juftice 
and a ai ity, are not approved of by him, when con[picuous 
even in a heathen. 

2. But the fuppofition we would wikingly make, is cer- 
tainly moit agreeable to that impartial goodnefs and phi- 
lanthropy of GOD, which the facred writers fo much ce- 
lebrate. In 1 em we find, that he who ts Lord over all, 
is no re/pecier of perfons, Aktts x. 34. but is loving unto 
every man, and rich unto all that call upon him, “ns 
x. 12. that Ae 2s not willing that any fou! ‘id perifh, 2 Pet. 


ul. g. but that @// men fhould come to repentance, and / 


Javed, 1 Tim, iv. 10. Which expreffions muf ‘- curb- 


ed with extraordinary limitations, if they are only ap- 
plicable to the vifible church. And however fome men 
jludy evafions, it is not eafy to reconcile what jhe a- 
pate faith of GOD, with their rigid determinations; 
who ws the Saviour of all men, e/pecially of thofe that 
believe, 1 Tim. iv. 10. For how is he ‘the Routt 
of all men, if he hath left the greater part without a 
polibility of attaining falvation? and how is he more ¢, 
crally the Saviour of fuch as believe, if he be in no degree 
fo to others? 


Vou. II. B All 
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3. All the texts declaring the extenfivenefs of the redemp- 
tion by Chrift, if taken in their moft obvious fenfe, favour 
fuch a fuppofition: as when he is faid to have geven himfelf 
a ranfom for all, 1 Tim. il. 6. to be the Savour of the 
world, 1 John iv. 14. to have died for all, 2 Cor. v. 15. 
to have tafted death for every man, Heb. li, g. to be the 
propitiation for the wholz world, 1 John ii. 2. to have ta- 
hen away the fins of the world, John 1. 29. and reconciled 
it to COD, 2 Cor. v. 19. And doubtlefs it fets a bright- 
er lufire on the goodnefs and love of GOD to mankind, 
and amore eminent value on the mediation of his Son, if 
he, who before all days faw through the extent of eternity, 
and knew every individuat of the yet unborn ages, did not 
confine his falvation to men living in fome particular times, 
and under fome particular circumftances; but, for the in- 
finite merits of the Redeemer, put the whole race of man- 
kind into a condition of being accepted, upon their fincere 
endeavour to make the beft ufe of the feveral means he fhould 
vouchfafe to give them. And this is agreeable to the moft 
natural import of St. Paul’s comparifon, Rom. v. 18. as by 
the offence of one, &c.-viz. that the merits of Chrift were 
beneficial to as many as received detriment by the fall of 
Adam. And the manner of reafoning made ule of by that 
apoftle elfewhere, fecms to be of the fame force; If one 
died for all, then were all dead, 2 Cor. v. 14. -For if we 
at all reftrain the merit or defign of Chrift’s death, we ren- 
der the apoflle’s argument inconclufive. For if Chrift di- 
ed only for fome, it may ftill be urged, that the reft might 
not be dead, that 1s, might not be fo fallen in Adam, as 
to need his dying for them. 

4- The univerfality of a fature judgment, which the 
{cripture exprefsly declares, Matt. xxv. g2. AQs xvii. 91. 
will furnifh us with another argument: for reafon telleth 
us, that judgment fuppofeth the party judged to have been in 
a capacity of a€ting well or ill, of acting or not a€ting ; 
and the f{cripture confirms it, affuring us, that every man 
fhall be judged according to his works, Rev. xx. 12. for 
no work of a man can be judged either good or bad, which 

it 

































Fe ie 








f£ONCORDED WITH FREE GRACE. a1 


it was not in his power to do fome other way, or omit. 
Since, then, a wife GOD will make a folemn {crutiny into 
the works of the heathen as well as of others, it is plain, 
they might pofhibly have fo a€ted as to be acquitted. And 
indeed it cannot be denied, without palpable abfurdity, that 
all men might aft according to their beft abilities. And 
to fay, that GOD expefts any more of them, is to cafta 
cloud on his wifdom: to affirm that he will punith the not 
having done more, is to charge him with manifeft -injuftice. 
If then, as many as have finned without law, frall alfo pe- 
vifh without law, Rom. i. 12. why fhall not they who 
have done well without a revealed law, be faved with- 
out having had a promife of it? when GOD fhall render to 
every man accord.ng to hes «leeds; to them who by patierxt 
continuance in well-doing, feek for glory and honour and im- 
mortality, ecernal hfe; but untg them that are contentious 
and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteou/ne/s, indig- 
nation and wrath: t:tbulation and anguifh upon every Joud 
of man that docth evil, of the Few firft, and alfo of th: 
Gentile: but glory, Lonour, and peace ‘to every man that 
worketh good, to the Jew firfl, and alfo to the Gentile, Rom. 
il. 7, 3, g, 10. 

Many things are faid no lefs favourably, where th 
heathen world is rnore direétly treated of. That of our 
Lord feems appofite to their cafe: The /ervant who knew 
aot his Lord's will, and did commit things worthy of jtripe ‘, 
Shall be beaten with few ftripes, Luke xii. 48. comp. 47. 
And St. Paul telleth the Athenians, that the times of this 


heathen zgnorance God winked at, Aéts xvii. 30. which 


furely imports, that he would pafs over what men aéted 
in invincible ignorance, and make other proportiosiable al- 
lowances. Neither was the Gentile world abfolutely igno. 
rant of all duty to the Supreme Being. Hence the apof- 
tle affirms, that the GOD who made of one blood all nations, 
did it with intention ¢hat they flould feek the Lord, if hap- 
ly they might feel after him, and find him, A&s xvii. 26, 27. 
Which though it might be difficult (asthe expreffions intimate) 
was yet poflible, fince he es not far from every one of us; it 
being 
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being moft evident, , that zm him we hive, and move, and hawe 
our beeng. 

GOD was, then, fo far manitefted to the heathen by 
the works of creation, as to render them without excu/e im 
their unrightcoufneis, in their not knowing as much as 
hey might have done, or praétifing according to their 
knowledge. ‘They had been excufable, if they bad exert- 
ed their beft abiliuies: and accordingly the apoftle fuppo- 
feth it poflible, that the Gentiles, not having the law, might 
by nature do the thin; gs contained in the law, Rom. ti. t# 

And if the uncircumciion, that is by nature, heep the righ- 
ftoujec 5 of the law, fhall not his uncercumcifon ‘be counted 


for ‘circumctfion ? ver. 26. comp. ver. 27. If the Gentiles 


born without the covenant (which they cannot help) by the 
light of nature, or rather the divine light, befiowed on 
their difpenfation, perform the folid duties of the law, thal 
they not-be faved as well as the Jews? Since there is no 
vefpecl of perfons with GOD, ver. 1%. 

If thefe, or the like reafonings, make this Aypothefs 
appear true, it will give a more fatisfatory an{wer to fome 
very confiderable queflions, than can be done on other 
principles, viz. 

1. Itan Indian catechumen fhould afk one of our miffi- 
onzries, “ how it is confftent, that GOD fhould fo love 
‘the work, as to redeem it with the fafferings and deaths 
‘* of his own Son, and yet fhould permit his country, and, 
‘as he heard, matry more, to remain tgnorant of, and un- 
“ benefited by it for many ages?” It might be replied, that 
though GOD, being mafter of his own favours, had beer 
Letter to fome other nations, in affording them the ful! 
knowledge of his will, he might, and did for all this, love 
the Indians. alfo. For thoiigh he required thofe who might 
have the knowledge of Chruft and his laws, under pain of 
camnation, to believe in and obev him; yet he would, for 
the fake of his Son, have mercy on ail thofe whe had lived 
according to the beft of their knowledge. 

2. if a Jew fhould afk, “ why it is yielded by the firft 
* preachers of chiiftianity, and the uncontradiéted fuffrage 
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“ of chriftian divines, that fuch of his anceftors as believed 
« and atted according to the beft light afforded under the 
‘ legal difpenfation, were faved through the merits of Chrift; 
“ fince it doth not appear, that many of them had a clear 
‘ notion of fuch a Mefhias as Jefus was, or of the neceflity 
‘of fuch an one; and it is evident, that the generality ra- 
“ ther expeéted a temporal deliverance by their Mefliah?”’ 

It might be anfwered, that GOD, 1m goodnefs, waquld fave 
fuch as made the beft ufe of the types and fhadows afforded 
them, though now, the fubflance of them being manifefted, 
ife and bietfednefs are to be expetted only through faith in, 

dience to, his Son Jefas. 


a. If any are difconfolate at the cafe of an infant, who 


- 


and tn obe 


through chance and negligence died unbaptized; or doubt 
of the falvation of fuch aswere baptized, becaufe they probably 
died without aétnal faith; or deny the falvability of fome idiots 
and madmen, who feemingly are never cap able of fuch faith: 
they may be reminded, that a good saa wife GOD can 
require nothing of any, which he knowsto be impofhible; 
suit that it was a very unworthy fervant, who taxed his 
Lord with expefting to reap where he had not fown. 
There are fome other queilions of near affinity to this, 
viz. Whether ali without the bounds of the vifible church, 
are abfolutely deftitute of revelation? How far the heathen 
world, fince the gofpel-difpenfation, 1s charged with cri- 


C4 


minal infidelity ? 


Thefe might well deferve a diftin& confi- 
deration; but it fhall only be obferved here 

1. It is probable, that the revelation made to Adam, 
or fome confiderable remains of it, continued a long time, 
even among the moft degenerate of his race. Noah, as he 
had long inculcated them on the minds of the old, fo he 
doubtlefs delivered them to the renewed world, after the 
flood: nor could the worft of his pofterity be ignorant of 
them; and even to corrupt them, muft be a work of time. 
The holy line preferved them in a great meafure pure, 
the reft could not quickly lofe them; fo that it is hard to 
fay, when any part of mankind was firft wholly deftitute of 
revelation: the almoft univer fal cuflom of facrificing could pro- 
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bablp have no other original. The belief of the foul’s im- 
mortality, and of a ftate of future rewards and puntthments, 
hath been diffufed through all ages and nations, and is full 
almoft every where to be traced; which are rationally judg- 
ed to be parts of the primitive traditrons. Now if we fhould 
fuppofe, that the having a revelation communicated to them, 
is necefiary for putting men into a falvable ftate; yet why 
this partial one fhould not be falutary to thofe to whom no 
better was made, as well as the lefs perfett difpenfation of 
Mofes was to the Jews before Chrift, no fhadow ot reafon 
can be affigned. 

2. As to the great part of the world, which, fince the 
publication of the gofpel, hath not been Chriftian; their 
cafe is mof hazardous, who have had opportunities of know- 
ing the doétrine of Chrift, but made no ufe of them. And 
the queftion about the falvab'lity of particular perfons in 
fuch circumftances, cannot be refolved, without we had an 
exaft knowledge of their negleét or unbelief; but a gene- 
ral anfwer is very obvious. A negleéi in acquiring a 
knowledge of the chriftian faith, is faulty or excufable, ac- 
cording as men had, or wanted, motives to think it rea- 
fonable or neceflary. And the blaine for all unbelief, is 
aggravated or extenuated, proportionably as the credibility 
of the teacher, cr the argutaents ufed by him, were more or 
lefs fulficient, and fit to have convinced the hearers, if 
they had judged impartially. But perhaps it would not be 
difficult to give a moral demonflration, that a far greater 
proportion of them, than nine parts out of ten, have fcarce 
heard of the chriftian profeflion, or at moft can have but 
a very imperfe& notion of it, and of the grounds on which 
it is founded. An huge part of mankind very long had, 
or ftill have, little or no intercourfe with Chriiians: cor- 
ruption and ignorance long overfpread the face of religion; 
vile opinions prevailed, and wicked praétices were indul- 
gedin the church; and fome, or all of them, are ftill la- 
mentably prevalent in a great part.of her, which muft needs 
divert many from embracing the fauh, and give them 
flrong prejudices agaimft it: and, coniequently, their infide- 
lity 
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Hity is rather chargeable on Chsiftians, fo maferably recom- 
mending their religion. 

Again, at this day, chriflian princes and flates are de. 
plorably wanting in taking proper meafures for the inflruc- 
tion, even of their own vaflais and fubjetis; and Chriftians 
ot all ranks, not only exprefs no concern for the conver- 
fion of the neighbouring heathen, but render their religion 
odious to them, by their cruelty, avarice, luft, or perfidi- 
oufnefs. And where attempts have been made for propa- 
gating our religion, it hath frequently been by fuch, as 
having departed from thr fimplicity and purity of the gof- 
pel, have confounded it with fables, ersor, and fuperiluion. 
All which confidered, the heathen, who are nearelt to, 
and have moft converfation with us, may be looked upon 
by GOD, as under equal difadvantages with thofe who 
never heard of the name of Chrift: and though there be an 
heavy guilt in their infidelity, it mult devolve from the in- 
fidel on the Chrvrttian. x 

And now, upon the whole, Is it not more honourable 
to the juftice, wifdom, and goodnefs of the Supreme judge 
of the world? Doth it net fet a more extenfive value on 
the merits of our dear Redeemer? Is it not more confo- 
nant to the reafon of nrankind in general, and to jullice 
and charity in ourfelves, to hope well of thofe whofe en 
de ivours were laudable, though they were, through the ilt- 
quity of time, place, or other circumflances, lefs happy 
than ourfelves as to divine afliftances; and to leave them, 
whom we have jufter reafons to defpair of, “unjudged, to 
the pleafure of their Creator? Which, if an error, will 
ever be venial, as being fhadowed by the beautiful veil ot 
humanity, good nature, and charity. 


End of the Dodrine of Predefiination concorded with 
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ORIGINAL SERMONS 


BY THE 


Rev. JOHN WESLEY, M. A. 
SE 


SERMON XIIL 
On 1 CORINTHIANS x. 13. 


Thre hath no temptation taken you, but Juch as is common 
to man. But COD is faithful, who will not fuffer you to 
be tempted above that ye are able: but will with the tempta- 
ton alfo make a way to efcape, that ye may be able to bear tt. 


N the foregoing part of the chapter the apoflle has 

been reciting on the one hand, the unparalleled mer- 
cies of GOD to the Ifraelites; and on the other, the un- 
paralleled ingratitude of that difobedient and gainfaying 
people. And all thefe things, as the apoitle obferve:, were 
written for our enfample: that we might take warning from 
them, fo as to avoid their grievous fins, and efcape their 
terrible punifhment. He then adds that folemn and im- 
portant caution, Lef him that thinketh he flandeth, take heed 
sil la 

. But if we obferve thefe words attentively, will there 
not pean a confiderable difficulty in them, Let him that 
thinketh he “aia take heed deft he fall? If any man only 
thinks he flands, he is in no danger of falling. It is not 
poffible that any one fhould fall, if he only thenks he flands. 
The fame difhculty occurs, according to our tranflation, in 
thofe well known words of our Lord, (the importance of 
which we may eafily learn, from their being repeated in the 
gofpel no lefs than eight times,) To hem that hath fhall be 
given ; but from him that hath not fhall be taken away even 
what he feemeth to have. That which he feemeth to have! 
Nay, if he only /cems to have it, it is impoffible it fhould 
be taken away. None can take away from another what 
he 
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he only /eems to have. What a man only fems to have, 
he cannot poflibly lofe. This difficulty may at firft appear 
impofhible to be furmounted. It is really fo; it cannot be 
furmounted, if the common tranflation be a@fowed. But 
if we obferve the proper meaning of the original word, 
the difhculty vanifhes away. it may be allowed that the 
word 3exsi does (fometimes, at leaft in fome authors) mean 
no more than ¢o /eem. But I much doubt whether it ever 
bears that meaning, in any part of the infpired writings. 
By a careful confideration of every text in the New Tefta- 
ment, wherein this word,occurs, I am fully convinced that 
it no where leflens, but every where ftrengthens the fenfe 
of the word to which it is annexed. Accordingly ¢ densi 
sz», does not mean, what he /eemeth to have; but on the 
contrary, what he affuredly hath. And fo ¢ doxdy isdvai, 
not he that /eemeth to fland, or he that thinketh he flandeth: 
But he that affuredly flandeth: he who ftandeth fo faft, that 
he does not appear to be in any danger of falling: he that 
faith, hke Dawid, J hall never be moved: thou, Lord, haft 
madz my hill fo trong: Yet at that very time, thus faith 
the Lord, Be not hegh- minded, but fear. Elfe fhalt thou be 
cut off: elle thalt hou alfo be moved from thy {tedt "1 iefs. 
The ftrength which thou afluredly haft, fhall be taken a- 
way. As firmly as thou didft really ftand, thou wilt fall 
into fin, if not into hell. 

3. But left any fhould be difcouraged by the confidera- 
tion of thofe who once ran well, and were atterwards over- 
come by temptation; left the fearful heart fhould be utterly 
caft down, fuppofing it impoflible for them to fland, the a- 
poftle fubjoins to that ferious exhortation, thefe comtortable 
words, There hath no temptation taken you, but /uch as 25 
common to man: but GOD is faithful, who will not /uffer 
you to be tempted above that ye are able; but wril with the 
temptation al/o make a way to efcape, that ye may be able ta 
bear tt. 

Il. 1. Let us begin with the obfervation which uthers 
in this comfortable promife, There hath no temptation taken 
you, but Juch as is common to man. Our tranflators feem 
Vou. IL. C to 
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to have been fenfible that this expreflion, common to manj 
does by no means reach the foree of the ‘original word. 
Hence they, fubflitute another word in the margin, mode- 
rate. But'this feems to be lefs fignificant than the other, 
and farther from the meaning of it. Indeed it is not eafy 
to find any fingle word in the Englifh tongue, which an- 
{wers the word dvégaaives. I believe the fenfe of it can on- 
ly be exprefled by fome fuch circumlocution as this: “ Such 
as is fuited to the nature and circumftances of man: fuch 
as every man may reafonably expe@, if he confiders the nae 
ture of his body and his foul, and his fituation in the pre- 
fent world.” If we duly confider thefe, we fhall not be 
furprifed at any temptation that hath befallen us: feeing it 
is no other than fuch a creature, in fuch a fituation, has 
all reafon to expeét. 

2. Confider, firft, the nature of that body with which 
your foul is conneéted. How many are the evils, which 
it is every day, every hour lable to? Weaknels, ficknefs 
and diforders of a thoufand kinds, are its natural attendants. 
Confider the inconceivably minute fibres, threads abundant- 
ly finer than hair,’ (called from thence capillary veflels,} 
whereof every part of it is compofed; confider the innume- 
rable multitude of equally fine pipes and ftrainers, all filled 
with circulating juices! And will not the breach of a few 
of thefe fibres, or the obftruétion of a few of thefe tubes, 
particularly in the brain, or heart, or lungs, deftroy our 
eafe, health, ftrength, if not life itfelf? Now if we obferve 
that all pain implies temptation, how numberlefs muft the 
temptations be, which will befet every man, more or lefs, 
fooner or later, while he dwells in this corruptible body ? 

3. Confider, fecondly, the prefent flate of the foul, as 
long as it inhabits the houfe of clay. I do not mean in 
its unregenerate ftate, while it lies in darknefs and the fha- 
dow of death; under the dominion of the prince of darknefs, 
without hope, and without GOD in the world. No: look 
upon men who are raifed above that deplorable flate. See 
thofe who have tafted that the Lord is gracious. Yet ftill 
how weak is their underftanding? How limited its extent? 
How 
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Fiow confufed, how inaccurate are our apprehenfions, of 
even the things that are round about us? How liable are 
the wifelt of men to miffake? To form falfe judgments? 
To take falfehood for truth, and truth for falfehood? Evil 
for good, and good for evil? What ftarts, what wander- 
ings of imagination are we continually fubje& to? In how 
many inftances does the corruptible body prefs down the 
foul? And how many are the temptations which we have to 
expeé, even from thefe innocent infirmities ? 

4. Confider, thirdly, what is the prefent fituation of e- 
yen thofe that fear GOD. They dwell on the ruins of a 
difordered world, among men, that know not GOD, that 
care not for him, and whofe heart is fully fet in them to 
do evil. How many are cenftrained to cry out, Wo zs me, 
that I am conftrained to dwell with Mefech: to have my habr- 
tation among the tents of Kedar, among the enemies of GOD 
and man! How immenfely out-numbered are thofe that 
would do well, by them that neithes fear GOD nor regard 
man. And how ftriking is Cow/ey’s obfervation! If a man 
that was armed cap-a-pie, was clofed in by a thoufand na- 
ked Indians, their number would give them fuch advantage 
over him, that it would be fcarce poffible for him to efcape. 
What hope would there be for a naked, unarmed man to 
efcape, who was furrounded by a thoufand armed men? 
Now this is the cafe of every good man. He is not arm- 
ed either with force or fraud, aa: s turned out naked as he 
is, among thoufands that are armed with the whole armour 
of Satan, and provided with all the weapons which the 
prince of this world can fupply out of the armoury of hell. 
If then he is not deftroyed, yet how muft a good man be 
tempted in the midft of this evil world? 

5- But is it only from wicked men that temptations arife 
to them that fear GOD? It is very natural to imagine this: 
and almoft every one thinks fo. Hence how many of us 
have faid in our hearts, “ O! if my lot were but caft a- 
mong good men, among thofe that loved, or even feared 
GOD, I fhould be free from all thefe temptations.” Per- 
haps you would: probably you would not fiad the 
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fort of temptations, which you have now to encounter. But 
you would furely meet with temptations of fome other kind, 
which you would find equally hard to bear. For even good 
men in general, though fin has not dominion over them, yet 
are not freed from the remains of it. ‘They have ftill the 
remains of an evil heart, ever prone to depart from the lv- 
ing GOD, They have the feeds of pride, of anger, of 
foolifh defire; indeed of every unholy temper. And any of 
thefe, if they do not continually watch and pray, may, and 
naturally will {pring up, and trouble not themfelves only, 
but all that are round about them. We mutt not therefore 
depend upon finding no temptation, from thofe that fear, 
yea, ina meafure, love GOD. Much lefs muft we be fur- 
priied, if fome of thofe who once loved GOD in fincerity, 
fhould lay greater temptations in our way, than many of 
thofe who never knew him, 

6; * But can we expeét to find any temptation from 
thofe that are perfec/ed in love?” This is an important quef- 
tion, and deferves a particular confideration. 1 anfwer, 
firit, You may find every kind of temptation, from thofe 
who /uppofe they are pertetied, when indeed they are not: 
aid fo you may, fecondly, from thole who once really were 
fo, but are now moved from their ftedfaftnefs. And if you 
are not aware of this, if you think they are fill what they 
were once, the temptation will be harder to bear. Nay, 
thirdly, even thofe who flaud fafl in the hherty wherewith 
Chiift has made them free, who are now really perfect in 


jove, may fil be an occafion of temptation to you. For 
they are fill encompaffed with infimities, They may be 
dull of apprehenfion: they may have a natural heedlef{nefs, 
or a treacherous memory: they may have too lively an ima- 
gination; and any af thefe may caufe little improprieties, 
either in fpeech of behaviour, which though not finful in 
themfelves may try all the grace you have. Efpecially if 
you impute to perverfenefs of will.(as it is very natural to 
do) what ts really owing to defeét of memory, or weak- 
nels of underflanding: if thefe appear to you to be volunta- 
ry miflakes, which are really involuntary, So proper was 
the 
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the anfwer which a faint of GOD (now in Abraham’s bofom) 

ave me fome years ago, when I faid, Jenny, furely now 
your miftrefs and you, can neither of you bea trial to the 
other, as GOD has faved you both from fin: “* O Sir,” 
faid fhe, “ if we are faved from fin, we flill have infirmi- 
ties enough to try all the grace that GOD has given us.” 

7. But befides evil men, do not evil fpirits alfo conti- 
nually furround us on every fide? Do not Satan and his 
angels continually go about, feeking whom they may de- 
vour? Whois out of the reach of their malice and fubtlety ? 
Not the wifeft or beft of the children of men. The fer- 
vant is not above his mafter. lf then they tempted him, will 
they not tempt us alfo? Yea, it may be, fhould GOD fee 
good to permit, more or lefs to the end of our lives. No 
temptation therefore hath taken us, which we had not reafon 
to expeét, either from our body or foul, either from evil 
{pirits or evil men, yea or even from good men, till our 
fpirits return to GOD that gave them. 

II. 1. Meantime what a comfort is it to know, with the 
utmoft certainty, that GOD is faithful, who will not fuffer 
us to be tempted above that we are able, He knoweth what 
our ability is, and cannot be miftaken. He hnoweth precife- 
ly whereof we are made: He remembereth that we are but duft. 
And he will fuffer no temptaticn to befal us, but fuch as 
is proportioned to our ftrength. Not only his juftice re- 
quires this, which could not punith us for not refifting any 
temptation, if it was fo difproportioned to our ftrength, that 
it was impoflible for us to refift it.. Not only his mercy; 
that tender mercy, which is over us, as well as over all his 
works: but, above all, his faithfulnefs; feeing all his words 
are faithful and true; and the whole tenor of his promifes 
altogether agrees with that declaration, As thy day, fo thy 
Strength fhall be. 

2. In that execrable flaughter-houfe, the Romi/h inquifi- 
tion, (moft unfortunately called “* The houfe of Mercy!”) it 
is the cuftom of thofe holy butchers, while they are tearing 
a man’s finews upon the rack, to have the phyfician of the 
houfe ftanding by. His bufinefs is, from time to time, to 
obferve 
























































obferve the eyes, the pulfe, and other circumftances of the 
fufferer, and to give notice, when the torture has continu. 
ed fo long as it can, without putting an end to his life: 
that it may be preferved long enough for him to under- 
go the refidue of their tortures. But notwithftanding all the 
phyfician’s care, he is fometimes miftaken: and death puts 
a period to the patient’s fufferings, before bis tormentors 
are aware. We may obferve fomething like this in our own 
cafe. In whatever fufferings or temptations we are, our 
great phyfician never departs from us. He is about our 
bed, and about our path. He obferves every fymptom of 
our diftrefs, that it may not rife above our flrength. And 
He knows the fouls 
He fees exattly how 


he cannot be miftaken concerning us. 
and bodies which he has given us. 
much we can endure, with our prefent degree of ftrength. 
And :f this be not fufficient, he can increafe it, to what- 
ever degree it pleafes him. Nothing therefore is more cer- 
tain, than that in confequence of his wifdom, as well as his 
jultice, mercy and faithfulnefs, he never will, he never can 
fuffer us to be tempted above that we are able: above the 
ftrength which he either hath given already, or will give as 
foon as we need it. 

Alf. i. He will with the temptation alfo (this is the third 


point we are to confider) make @ way to efcape that ye may 


be able to bear tt. 

The word t&Saen which we render a way to efcape, 18 
extremely fignificant. The meaning of it is nearly expref- 
fed by, the EEnglith word out-det; but more exaét by the old 
word ut-gate, {ill trequently ufed by the Scotufh writers. 
And this GOD will either 


find or make: which he that hath all wifdom, as well as 


Ii literally means a way oud. 


i!! power in heaven and earth, can never be ata lofs how 
to do. 
2. Either he maics @ way to ¢fcape out of the temptation, 


the occalion of it or in the 


by removin ‘ temptation: that 


5 
is, the occafion remaining as it was, it isa temptation no 
longer. Firft, he makes a way to cicape out of the temp- 
The hiftortes of 
mankind 


tation, by removing the occafion of it. 
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tnankind, of the church in particular, afford us numberie(s 
infances of this. And many have occurred in our owg 
memory, and within the litle circle of our acquaintance, 
One of many I think # worth while to relate, as 2 memos 
rable inftance of the faithfulnels of GOD, in making a way 
to efcape out of temptation. birzabeth Chad/ey, then living 
in London (whote daughter is hving at this day, and is no 


difhonour to her parcmt) was adviled to adrumiler to her 


hulband, who was fuppofed to leave much fubflance behind 


him. But when a tull inquiry into hes crorcumflances was 
made, it appeared that this fuppofitron wa rly deflitute 
of foundation; and that he not only tm r at all behind 
him, but allo was very confiderab'y : “ lt was mot 


long alter his bursal, that a perion came to her houfe, and 
fad, “ Mrs. Chad/ey, you ar much imdebted to your land. 


lord, and he has {ent me to demand the rent that is due to 


him. . She an{were d. “ Sir, | have not { t Nh money im 
the world: indeed 1 have none at a te wd he, 
“ have you nothing that will fetch 1 ¥ rephed 
“ Sir, you fee all that 1 have l have 1 houte, 
but thefe fix lu é iret 3 14g I iff 
execute my wr i Wry you t h c Ku is a 
hard cale l will leave vou here t to.! row smd will 
go and try, 1 1 cannot periuade your landiord to en you 


the next morning, and : I} 





not“ a‘riking: inflance ‘of this kind,-which we have ‘ina 
‘date pablicatton?et-1>was walking” (fays the writer of the 
létter)"** GwerDover cliffs, im a ¢alm,. pleafant evening, 
witha peffo whom’! tenderly Joved, :and to whom I was 
to be“mapritt-in afew days. - While we were.engaged in 
éattieh cdnverfation, her foot flipped, fhe fell down,~and £ 
‘faw hér dathed’im! pieces'on the beach. I lifted up my handé, 
‘and Cried Gat & This evil admits of no remedy. I mut 
‘tow "Go mourning all my days! My wound is: incurable. 
‘It isimipoffible 4 thould ever find fuch another woman! One 
fo every way fitted for me.” ~Tvadded in an-agony\** “This 
98 faGH anaMfliies,’as even GOD himfelf canriot tédrefs!’” 
‘And juft as’ 1 uttered the words,- I awoke: for*it-was'e 
‘dreant!>- Juft fo can GOD remove any poffible temptation? 
‘Making it fike atream when.one awaketh! te ind 
4. ‘Thas4ts-GOD able to deliver:out of temptatign, by 
Making away"the-very ground of it, Andvhe is equally: able 
‘to deliver" inthe temptation, which perhaps is the “greateft 
‘deliverance of “all. -F mean fuffering «the occafionto: ret 
-yrairt Bs *ftawasy heowill take away the bitternefs ofits 46 
‘that it thal pét bea temptation-at-all» but only an o¢cafe 
‘on of thank{givings How many ‘proofs: of this have’ the 
“lfildren .of\GOD, ‘even im their daily experience? How 
Frequently aré“they encompafied with trouble? Or-vifned 
Swith pain: orfieknefs ? And when they cry unto the Lord, 
at fome times Hé-takes‘away the cup from them: he removes 
‘the'trduble} orfickriels, or pain: and it is as though’ iéne- 
wer. had been sat over times, he does notymake any ont 
‘ward*change? Outward trouble, or pain, or ficknefs conti 
4rics > ‘butethe ‘coiifolations of the Holy One fo increafe, as 
to over-balaneethem all. And they’ can rps deckare, 


f ‘ jad VA " 
2 Aaliide-t is ref and-pain is fweet, 2 

sg ‘thou my°GOD art near.” wd 

Te ti . As *t 


5. An *entitiént inftance of: this’ kind apa deliveraice #5 
that which occurs ditt “the life-ofthat* excellent man,” the 
Marquis de Renty. When he was in a violent fit of the 

pacz7e «t ‘rheumrafifm, 
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rheumatifm, a friend afked him, “ Sir, are you in much 
pain?” He anfwered, “ My pains are extreme: but throngh 
the mercy of GOD, I give myielf up, not co them, but 
to him.” It was in the fame fpirit that my own father an- 
{wered, though exhaufled with a fevere illnefs, (an ulcer 
in the bowels, which had given him little reft day or night, 
for upwards of feven months.) When I afked, “ Sir, ate 
you in pain now?” He anlwered, with a firong and loud 
voice, “ GOD does indeed chaften me with pain; yea, all 
my bones with ftrong pain. But I thank him for all; 1 
blefs him for all; I love him for all.” 

6. We may obferve one more inflance of a fomewhat 
fimilat kind, in the life of the Marquis de Renty. When 
his wife, whom he very tenderly loved, was exceedingly 
ill, aud fuppofed to be near death, a friend took the liberty 
to inquire, how he felt himfelf on the occafion? He re- 
plied, “ I cannot but fay, that this trial affe&ts me in the 
moft tender part. I am exquifitely fenfible of my lofs. I 
feel more than it is poflible to exprefs. . And yet I am fo 
fatisfied, that the will of GOD is done, and not the will 
of a vile finner, that were it not for fear of giving offence 
to others, I could dance and fing!” Thus the merciful, the 
jul, the faithful GOD, willin one way or other, in every 
demptation make a way to eftape, that we may be able to dear it. 

7. This whole paflage is fruitful of inflruftion. Some of 
the leffons which we may learn from it are, 

Firft, Let him that moft affuredly fandeth, take heed left 
he fall into murmuring: left he fay in his heart, “* Surely no 
one’s cafe is like mine: no one was ever tried like me.” 
Yea, ten thoufand. There has no temptation taken you, but 
{uch as is common to man: {uch as you might reafonably 
expeét, if you confider what you are, a finner born to die, 
a finful inhabitant of a mortal body, liable to numberlefs in- 


‘ ward and outward fufferings: and where you are, in a fhat- 


tered, difordered world, furrounded by evil men and evil 
fpirits: confider this, and you will nat repine at the coms 
mon lot, the general condition of humanity. 


Vou. Il, D 8. Secondly. 
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8. Secondly, Let him that ftandeth take heed left he fall, 
left he tempt GOD, by thinking or faying, “ This is ins 
fupportable: this is too hard: I can never get through it; 
my burden is heavier than I can bear.” Not fo: unlefs 
fomething is too hard for GOD. He will not fuffer you 
to be tempted above that ye are able. He proportions the 
burden fo your ftrength. If you want more flrength, afk 
and it fhall be given you. 

g. Thirdly, Let him that flandeth take heed left he fall, \eft 
he tempt GOD by unbelief, by diftrufting his faithfulnefs. 
Hath he faid, In every temptation he will make a way ta 
efcape? And hall hé not do it? Yea, verily. And 


Far, far above thy thought 
His counfel fhall appear, 

When fully he the work hath wrought, 
That caus’d thy needlefs fear. 


10. Let us then receive every trial with calm refignation, 
and with humble confidence, that he who hath all power, 
all wifdom, all mercy and all faithfulnefs, will firft fupport 
us in every temptation, and then deliver us out of all: fo 
that in the end, all things fhall work together for good, 
and we fhall happily experience, that all thefe things were 
for our profit, that we might be partakers of his holine/s. 


London, Oftober 7, 1786, 


N.B. The whole of the ‘Reéverénd 
Mr. Weiley’ s Journal, is intended to be 
publithed % in the courfe of thefe Maga- 


Zines. 
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Of the Revi. Mr. JOHN WESLEY’s Journat, 


From Auguft r2th, 1738, to November rit, 1739. 


Ads v. 38, 39. 


If this counfel or this work be of men, it will come to nought: But 
if it be of GOD, ye cannot overthrow it; left haply ye be found 
even to fight againft GOD, 


7 22) 0] OK toto— 


PREFACE, 
1. HEN at firft men began to lay to my charge, 


things which I knew not, I often thought, “ Had 
* I but two or three intimate friends, who knew what my 
‘life and converfation were, they might eafily {peak what 
** they had feen and heard, and all fuch afperfions would fall 
** to the ground.” But I perceived my miftake, as foon as 
I had two or three, who were my frierids indeed, not in 
namé only. Fora way was eafily found to prevent their 
being of any fuch ule, as I once imagined they would be. 
This was done at a ftroke, and that once for all, by giv- 
ing them and me a mew name: A name, which however in- 
fignificant in itfelf, yet had this peculiar effeét, utterly 
to difable me from removing, whatever accufation might 
for the time to come be caft upon me, by invalidating 
all which thofe who ‘knew me beft, were able to fay in my 
behalf: Nay, which any others could fay. For how noto- 


~ 


rious is it, that if any man dare to open his mouth in my 
favour, it needs only be replied, “ I fuppofe you are a 
Methodifi too,” and all he has faid is to pafs for nothing. 

2. Hence, on the one hand, many whe knew what my 
converfation was, were afraid to declare the truth, left the 
fame reproach fhould fall upon them: arid thofe few who 
broke through this fear, were foon dilabled from declaring 
it with effeét, by being immediately ranked with him they 
defended. What impartial man then can refufe to fay, It 
as 
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ts per ihilted to Yee Yo" ‘an/fwer for thyfel7s Only do not add; 
But, * Thou Vide not peérfuade ‘me, though thou dj? per- 
a faade me: t am refolved to thitik-as I did before.’ Not 
{o) iF you'are'W ‘candid man. “You have heard ‘one fide als 
realy. Hear'the*other. Weigh both. Allow fornmaam 
weaknefs, And then judge as you defire to be judged. 
~°g. What T'defiza in the following extraét is, Openly:to 
declare to all ‘matrkind, what itis that the Methodi/’s ‘(fo 
€alled) have done, arti are doing now: 6r rather, what it 
is that GOD hath ‘done, and is: ftill doing-in our Jandw 
For it is not the Work of man which’ hath lately appearedy 
All who calmly obferve it mult fay, Thes 2s the Lord's ies 
ing, and it as marvellous in our eyes. 

‘4. Such awork this hath been in-many refpeéts, as neither 
we nor our fathors had known. Not a ‘tew whofe-dms 
were of the moft flagrant kind, dfiinkards, fwearers, thieves, 
whoremongers, adulterers, have been brought from datkne/p 
unto light, and from the power of Satan unto GOD.’ Many: 
of thefe wete-tooted‘in their-wickednefs, having long glos 
ried in their fhamie, perhaps for 4 courfe of many’ years, 
vea even to hoary. hairs. Marty had not fo much as a no- 
onal fayh, being Jews, Arians, Deifts or Atheifis, » Nor 
kas GOD only made bare his arm’ in thefe Jaft days, “in bee 
half of open’ publicans and finners; but many of the Pha»: 
rtfees alfo have belteved on him,’ of the righteous that ‘megded 
no repentance? and having received the fentence of death? in 
themfelves, have then heard the toaice that raifed the dead: 
Have been made partakers of an inward, vital religiow, even 
rightcoufnefs and peace and joy in the Holy Ghoft. 

5. The manner wherein GOD hath wrought this work, 
is as ftrange as the work itfelf. In any particular foul, ig: 
has generally, if not'always, been wrought in one moment. 
As the lightning fhiatng from keaven, {9 was the coming of: 


the Son of man,’ either to bring peace or a fword; ¢ither’to * 


wound er to*heal; ‘either to convince of fin, or to give re- 
nfiffien' of fins’ in his blood. 
attending it have been ¢qually remote from what humam: 
wildomi*would have expeéted, 

: 7 % wayst 


Andthe other circumitances. 


So true is that ward, omy” 
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Ways ane not As Your Ways, nor my thoughts as your. the 

6. Thefe extraordinary circumftances feem to have bec e- 
figned by.GOD, for the further manifeftation of his work, to 
caufe his power to be known, and to awaken_the attention 
of adrowfy world. And yet even from thefe, fome have drawg 
their grand objeftion againft the whole work. We nevef, 
faw it, fay they, on this fafhion. Therefore the work is not 
of GOD. To prove which farther,. they .have not. only 
greatly. mifreprefented many circumftances that really were, 
but have added many that were not, often without any re- 
gard. either to truth or probability. A bare recital of thofe 
faéis which were not done in a-corner, is, the beft anfwer 
to this fort of objeftions.. To thofe whith have been judg- 
ed to be of more weight, I have onsen, given a more 
particular an[wer. 

-7»Xet I know even. this will by no. means fatisfy the far 
greater part of thofe who, are now offended, And far-a. 
plait reafon, Becaufe they will never read at: They are .re-, 
folved, to hear one fide, and. ane. only... F know, alfo that 
many, who do read it, will, be juh of the fame mind they 
were before; becaufe they have fixt their judgment already, 
and do noi regard any thing, which fuch q fellow ¢an fay, 
Let them fee to that,.. 1: have done,my part. , 1 have deli.. 
vered min@-own foul, Nay, I-know that many.will be great. 
ly offended, at this very account, . It muft.be fo from the, 
veryinature of the things, which are therein. related... «ind, 
the. beft appellation 1 expeét from them is, :that.of a fool, a. 
madmaa,, an enthufiat,..All.that in, me Jies.is, to. relate. 
fimple truth, in as anoffenfive a manner as.I ‘can... Let, 
GOD give it the effect which pleafeth him,, and ‘which. is 
— Sor bis glory! 

8, May he who hath the keys of the houfe of David, .whke 
openeth and ng man fhutteth, open a greatand.effedual door, 
by, whom. it pleafeth him,.for his everlafiing golpel! May. 


| he-fend by whom he will fend, fo it may run and. be, glori-.. 


fake 
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ay 

os 
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ps zd more and more! May. he ride on, conquering and ta 
canguer; until the fulne/s.of the Gentiles be come in: andthe 
earth be full of the knowledve of the glory.of the. Lord, as. 
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From Auguft 12, 1738, to November 1, 1739. 

ATURDAY dug. 12. about feven in the evening we 

came to Neu-Kirche, a town about 24 miles from 
Hernhuth, Mr. Schneider (the minifter of it who had defi- 
red us to take his houfe in our way) was not at home: but 
we found one, Mr. Manatius there, the minifter of a neighe, 
houring town, who walked with us in the morning ten miles, 
to Hau/walde, where he lived. He told us, * That the 
Lutherans as well as the Papifts, were irreconcilable ene- 
mies to the brethren of Hermhuth: That the generality of 
the Lutheran clergy, were as bitter againft them as the 7e- 
Juits themfelves: That none of his neighbours durft go thi- 
ther (unlefs by flealth) being fure of fuffering for it, if dif- 
covered: That to prevent any of Hernhuth from coming to 
them, the Elefor had forbid, under a fevere penalty, any 
number of perfons, exceeding three, to meet together on 
a religious account; and that he himfelf, for having a little 
fociety in his own parifh, bad been fummoned to appear be- 
fore the confiftory at Dre/den.” Yea let the kings of the 
earth fland up, and the rulers take coun/fel together againp the 
Lord and againfl his anointed! He that fitteth in heaven fhalt 
laugh them to corn; the Lord fhall have them in derifon. 

We left Hau/walde in the afternoon, and in the evening 
came to Drefden. But the officer at the gate would not 
fuffer us to come in; fo that we were obliged to go on to 
the next village: which leaving early in the morning, on 
Thur/day in the afternoon we came to Lepfg. 

We were now kept only an hour at the gate, and then 
condutied to Mr. Arnold's, who had invited us when we 
were in the town before, to make his houfe our home. A 
few we found here too, who defire to Anow nothing but 
Jefus Chrift and him crucified. And from them we had let- 
ters to Halle, whither we came.on Friday 18. But the king 
of Prufia’s tall men (who kept the gates) would not fuffer 
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‘Mr. Brown to come in. ~ Me they admitted (in honour’ of 
my profeffion) after I had waited about two hours: and 
one of them went with me to the prince of Ht, who 
after afew queftions, gave me leave to lodge in the city. 

‘Thence he fhewed me to Mr. Got/ thalck’s lodgings, to whom 
I had letters from Leipfig. He tead them and faid, My dro- 
ther, what you find here, you will ufe as your own. And if 
ou want any thing elfe, tell us and you hall have it. 

_ [told them, “ My companion was without the gate.” 
They foon procured admittance for him. And we were 
indeed as at home; for I have hardly feen fuch little chil. 
dren as thefe, even at Hernhuth. 

Saturday 1g. I waited on Profeflor#rancke, who beha- 
ved with the utmoft humanity; and afterwards on Profef. 
for Knappe, to whom alfo I am indebted for his open, 
friendly behaviour. Between ten and eleven, feven of the 
brethren fet out with us, one of whom went with us two 
days journey. It was the dufk ‘of the ‘evening on Sun. 
day 20, when, wet and weary, we reached jena. ) 

' Monday 21. We vifited the [chools there; the rife of 
which (as we were informed) was occ¢afioned thus : 

About the year 1704 Mr. Stoltzus, a Mudent at Zena, bée- 
gan to {peak of faith in Chrift; which he Continued to do, 
tilt he took his mafter’s degree, and read public leAhwres. 
About twelve or fifteen fludents were awakened and joined 
with him in prayer and building up ome another. At this 
(after various calumnies {pread abroad’ and perfecutions o¢- 


cafioned thereby) the confiitory was offended, and iMfied ‘out 


a commiffion to examine him. In confequence of the re. 
port made to the confiftory by thefe commiffioners, ‘he ‘was 
forbid to read any public leétures, or to hold any meetings 
with his friends. Not long after an order was given, by 
which he was excluded from the holy communion. He Was 
alfo to have been expelled the univerfity: But this he pre- 
vented by a voluntary retirement. 

Yet one of the commiflioners, who had been fent by tlie 
D. of Weymar (one of the lords of Jena) intormed the Duke 


that according to his judgment Sioltius was an innocent and 


holy 
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holy man. On this the duke fent for him to Weymar, and 
fixed him in a living there. There likewife he awakened 
many, arid met with them to pray and read the {criptures 
together. But it was not long that the city could bear him. 
For he boldly rebuked all vice, and that in all perfons, nei- 
ther {paring the cSuttiers, nor the duke himfelf, Confés 
quently, his enemies every where’ increafed, and many pere 
fecutions followed, In fine, he was forbid to have any 
private meetings, and was to have been depofed from the 
miniftry; when GOD calling him to himfelf, took him 
away from the evil to come. 
Before Stolttus ieft jena, Budaus allo began to preach 
the real gofpel, ag did Chrz/eus foon after; whereby fome 
awakening coniillled till the year 1724. A few of the 
townfmen then agreed, to niaintain a €udent, to be a {chool- 
mafter for fome poor cliildren. They afterwards kept feve- 
ral {choolmafters : But about 1728, all of them.going away, 
the fchool was broke up, and the children quite negleéted. 
"Profeffor Budaus being informed of this, earneftly recam- 
mended the confideration of it to the fludents in his houfe: 
And about ten of them, among whom was Mr. Spangenberg, 
took upon themfelWes the care of thofe children. Their 
number foon increafed, which gave great offence to the 
other {choolmafters in the town; and not long after to the 
* magiftrates of the town, and to the fenate of the univerfity, 
The offence foon fpread to the paftors, the profeffors, the 
confiflory, and the princes who are lords of Jena. But 
it pleafed GOD to move one of them, the prince of Ei/enach, 
who had the chief power there, to flop the open perfecuti- 
on, by forbidding either the fenate or confiftory to moleft 
them. He likewife wholly exempted them for the time to 
come from the jurifdiGion of both, ordering that all come 
plaints againft them for the time to come fhould be cognizae 
ble only by himfelf. But during the perfecution, the sume 
ber of {chools was increafed from one to three, (one in each 
fuburb of the city) the number of teachers to above thirty, 
and of children to above three hundred, 
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a..D here, are now thirty-one. conftant teachers, ten in cach 
fchool, and three or four fupernumerary, to, ppl ac ciger n- 
tal defects... Four of the mafters are ap pointes to punifh, 


whe are afxt.to no one {chool. Each of the [chools being 
diyaded into two claffes, and taught five hours a day, ev ery 
oneof the thirty mafters has one_hour in a day to teach: 
AjlLthe maiters have a conference about.the {chool Is every 
Monday. They have a fecond meeting On, Thur [< day, chief- 
ly. far prayer. .Anda third every Saturday. 

~~. Oacg in half a year they meet to fill up the places of thofe 
matters who are gone away. And. the number has never 
decreafed 5. fre fh ones ftill offering themfelye CS, as The formeét 
deave the uniy erfity. 

>. The prefent method wherein they te 1s ‘this : 

th berg are always two. claffes. in e ch{chool. In the Tow" 
£Iy_Fhildeen from fix torten or ae years old are taught 
ta. read, They are then. removed to the | other clafs, in 
which. are taught, the holy icriptures, arithmeti ick, “and 
whatever elfe it may..be ufeful for children to learn. 

Ln, the morging from eis ght to nine ‘they, are al catechized, 
aud inftruged in the fir principtes of. “chriftiatitty’ either 
from: Luther's {maller catec hifm, or fom foine texts Of hes 
dy {cripture. — oo 
|, Feom, nine to ten the fmaller chi! dren" at f Pat lot Be theft 
esters and fyllables.; and the larger read the: Dible. From 
den tp eleven..thofe jn. the lower clafs learn "and repeat fome 
Select verfes of holy fc "puss , chie fly rel aang to the fourrda- 
M@a: ab the. faith. Mean! nile thole: in the Upper, learn 
-asithimjetic. 

i dn the afternoon from one. to two all” the tien ate’ ert. 
ploy ed as from. nine to te n in the mornings From" two 
oiaree | the {mallor chifdreh learn and repe at Sa ay s fmalfer 
epatechif im, while, the larger are taught to reyite, ants , 

rade Sunday there i6 a public catechizing on PSHE tee: 


capture ; at which all perlans. who defire 1 it May ye pre- 
At 4 be 
the afternoc my we Ig of va, fe ‘veral of ‘te brethren 
. btaseg x ; - aw 
accompanying us out of town, At five hater fen = 
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through MWeymar, we met Mr. Ingham going for Hern: 
huth. Weallturned afide toa neighbouring village, where 
having {pent a comfortable evening together, in the morn- 
ing we commended each other to the grace of GOD, and 
went on our feveral ways. 

We breakfafted at Erfurt with Mr. Reinhart, fpent the 
evening with fome brethren at Saxegotha, and by long jour- 
neys came to Marienborn on Friday Auguft 25. 

Monday 28. I took my leave of the countefs (the count 
being gone to Zena) and fetting out early the next morning 
came about three in the afternoon to Francfort. From Mr. 
Bohler’s we went to the fociety, where one of the brethren 
from Marienborn offered free redemption through the blood 
of Chrifl to fixty or feventy perfons. 

Wedne/day 30. In the afternoon we came to Meniz, and 
agreed for our paffage to Colen by water, for a florin per head; 
which was but half what we gave before, tho’ (it feems) twice 
as much as we ought to have given. 

Thurjday 31. We {pent half an hour in the great church, 
a huge heap of irregular buildings; full of altars, adorned 
(or loaded rather) with abundance of gold ‘and filver. In go- 
ing out, we obferveda paper on the door, which was of fo 
extraordinary a mature, that I thought it would not be labour 
loft to tranfcribe it. The words were as foliow: 


Volikommencr ablaf/s fir die arme feelen in Sgfrur. 
** Seine pabliche heiligkeit, Clemens der 12te, haben in 
** diefem jahr 1738, den 7 Augu/lt, die pfarr kirche des San@i 
“ Chriflophort, in Mentz gnadigften privilegirt, dafs ein jeder 


> 


“* priefter, fo wohl fecular als regularifchen ftands, der am 
“aller feelen-tag, wie auch an einim jedem tag in derfelben 
“ oftav; fo dann am zwiein vom ordinario tagen einer jeden 
“ woch das jahr hindurch, fur die feel eine chrifiglaubigen 
“ verltorbenen an zum altar mefs lefen wird, jedefimahl eine 
“ feel aus dem feg-feur erlofen konne. 


A full releafe for the poor fouls in purgatory. 
Is papal holine/s, Clement the XUlth, hath this year 
1738, on the feventh of Angutt, mof gractoufly prii ileged the 
athe dy al 


fis Ps tone 

































oa 


ad 
’ 





a er ee 


wh. 
wit 

J 
weg 
lage 
ed | 
noo 
bret 
milk 
tern 

I 
all t 
day 
a lai 
pray 
greg 
day, 


wen 


' whe 


the a 
lies 

Jew: 
jure 


































oy 
x 





Mae 


bn aa ie 


State i tpermaer eo 


legs 


THE JOURNAL OF THE REVD, JOHN WESLEY. 35 


cathedral church of St. Chriftopher in Mentz, /0 that every 
prieft, as well fecular as regular, who will read ma/s at an 
altar for the foul of a chriflian departed, on any holiday, or 
on any day within the otlave thereof, or two extraordinary 
days, to be appointed by the ordinary, of any week tn the year, 
may each time deliver a foul out of purgatory. 

Now | defire to know, whether any Romani? of commog 
fenfe, can either defend or approve of this? 

At eight we took boat, and on Saturday Sept. 2, about 
eleven came to Colen; which we left at one, and between 
feven and eight reached a village, an hour fhort of News. 
Here we overtook a large number of Switzers, men, women 
and children, finging, dancing and making merry, being all 
going to make their fortunes in Georgia. Looking upon them 
as delivered into my hands by GOD, I plainly told them 
what manner of place it was. If they now leap into the fire 
with open eyes, their blood is on their own head. 

Monday, 4. Before noon we came to Cleve, and to Nim- 
wegen in the evening. The next night we lay at’a little vil- 
Jage near Tiel ; which leaving early in the morning, we walk- 
ed by the fide of many: pleafant orchards, and in the after- 
noon came to V/el/lean. We flayed only one night with the 
brethren, {in the new houfe, called’ Herndyke, an Englifh 
mile from the town) and hafting forward came the next af- 
ternoon to Dr. Koter’s at Rotterdam. 

I cannot but acknowledge the civility of this friendly man, 
all the time we ftayed in his houfe. In the morning, Fri- 
day 8, we went to the Engli/h epifcopal church, which is 
a large, handfome, convenient building, The minifter read 
prayers ferioufly and diftin@lly, to a {mall, well-behaved con- 
gregation. Being informed our fhip was to fail the next 
day, (Saturday) we took leave of our generous friend, and 
went to an inn clofe to the key, that we might be ready 
when called to go aboard. Having waited till paft four in 
the afternoon, we ftepped into the Jews’ fynagogue, which 
lies near the water-fide. I do not wonder that fo many 
Jews, (efpecially thofe who have any refleétion) utterly ab- 
jure al} religion. My {pirit was moved within me, at that 
horrid 
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horrid, fenfelefs pageantry, that mockery of GOD, which 
they called public worfhip. Lord, do not thou yet caft off 
thy people! But in Abraham's feed let them aljo be bieffed! 

The fhip lingering fill, I had time to exhort feveral Eng 
Lifh, whom we met with at our inn, to purfue inward re- 
ligion ; the renewal of their fouls in righteoufnefs and true 
holinefs. In the morning a daughter of affliction came to 
fee me, who teaches a {chool at Rotterdam. She had been 
for fome time under deep conviétions ; but could find none 
to infiru€ét or comfort her. After much converfation, we 
joined in prayer, and her fpirit a little revived. Between 
nine and ten we went on board. In the afternoon I read 
prayers, and preached in the great cabin. The wind being 
contrary, we did not get out of the river till [We dnefday ; nor 









to Londen till Saturday night. 
[Continued to Page 70. ] 
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SEQUOR, NON PASSIBUS A QUIS, 





To the READER. 









O man in England has had fo long an acquaintance 
with My. Fletcher as myfelf. Our acquaintance be- 
gan almoft as foon as his arrival in London, about the year 
1752, before he entered into holy orders, or I believe) 







had any fuch intention. And it continued uninterrupted be 
tween thirty and forty years, even ‘till it pleafed GOD to 
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take him to himfelf. Nor was ours a flight or ordinary ac. 
quaintance; but we were of one heart and of one feul. We 
had no fecrets between us for many years; we did not pur 
pofely hide any thing from each other. From time to time 
he confulted me, and I him, on the moft important occafi- 
ons. And he conftantly profeffed, not only much efleem, 
but (what I valued far mote) much affection. He told me 
in one of his letters, (I doubt not from his heart) 

“ Tecum vivere amem; tecum obcam lubens ; 

* With thee I gladly would both hive and die.” 

I therefore think myfelf obliged by the flrongeft ties, to 
pay-this fmall tribute to his memory. But you may eafily 
obferve, that in doing this, I am little more than a compiler. 
For | owe a preat, if not the greateft part of the enfuing 
traft, to a few friends, who have been at no fmall pains, in 
furnithing me with materials: and above all, to my dea 


g 
friend, ‘fuch the has been almoft from her childhood) Mrs. 
Kletcher. 1 could eafily- have altered bgih hers and their 
language, while I retained their fentiments. But I was con- 
fcious, 1 could not alter it for the better: and I would not 
alter it for altering fake; but judged it faireft to give you 
moft of their accounts, very nearly in ther own words, 


AMSTERDAM, 
September 12, 17862 
4 i 


Revereno JOHN FLETCHER 


CHA P. I. 
Of his Parentage and You 
OUN William d- la Flechere (this wa properly his 


" narme) was born at Nyen in Seaterr/and, a town a- 
bout fifteen mies north of Geneva, on September the wwellth, 
inthe year iveoq. Hoes father was an officer in the French 
fervice, ‘ti!] he lefe the army in order to ma But at. 
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ter a time he returned to the army, and was a colonel ia 
the militia of his own country. 

g. In his early childhood he had much of the fear of 
GOD, and great tenderne{s af confcience. Oneday, hav- 
ing offended his father, who.threatened to correét him, he 
did not dare to come into his prefence, but retired into the 
garden: and when he faw him coming towards him, he ran 
away with all fpeed, But he was:prefently ftruck with deep 
remorfe, and faid to himfelf, “* What! Do I run away from 
my father? Perhaps I fhall live to haye a fon, that will 
run away from me!” And it was feyeral years before the 
impreflion, which he then received, was worn off. 

3. Another inftance of his tendernefs of confcience oc- 
curred, when he was about feven years of age. He was 
one day reproved by the nurfery-maid, faying, “* You are 
a naughiy boy. Do you not know that the devil is to take 
away all naughty children?’? He was no fooner in bed, 
than he began to refle&t very deeply upan her words. He 
thought, “ lam anaughty boy. And how do I know, but 
GOD may let the devil take me away this night.” He 
then got up and wreftled with GOD in prayer, for a con- 


fiderable time,, And he would not go to bed again, ’till he’ 


believed GOD had forgiven him, 

4. The following accounts Mr. Fletcher himfelf gave to 
Mr. Samuel Webb, of London, then refiding at Madely. 

“ When I was a lad, I hada defign to get fome fruit 
out of my father’s garden. The door being locked, I could 
not get in, but by climbing over the wall, This was very 
high; but with fome difficulty, I got to the top of it. As 
I was walking upon it, my foot flipped, and I fell down 
to the bottom. But juft where I fell, a large quantity of 
frefh-made mortar was laid. 1 fell exaétly upon it. This 
a my fall, or it might have coft me my life.” 

Once as 1 was {wimming by myfelf in a deep wa- 
ter, one end of a ftrong ribband which bound my hair, >t 
ting loofe I know not how, and twifting about my leg, ti 
ed me as it were neck and heels. I flrove with all mv 
firength to difengage myfelf: but it was to no purpofe. 
No 
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No perfon being within call, I gave myfelf up for loft. But 
when Ihad given over ftruggling, the ribband loofed ofitfelf.” 

6. “ Another inftance of the tender care which GOD had 
over me was as follows. One evening I and four young 
gentlemen in high fpirits, made a folemn agreement with 
each other, to fwim the next day to a rocky ifland, five 
miles diftant from the fhore. But this foolifh adventure 
was within a very little of cofting us all our lives. I and 
another indeed did with great difficulty and hazard fwim to 
the ifland. But when we came thither, the rock was fo 
ftcep and fmooth, that we could not poflibly climb up. 
After {wimming round feveral times, and making many in- 
effeétual efforts, we thought we muft perifh there. But at 
length one of us found a place, where he made a fhift to 
crawl up. He then helped his companion after him; the 
others {wam about half way. A boat then took them up, 
when they were juft finking. Another boat, which we had 
ordered to follow us, afterwards came and took us home.” 

7. A ftill more remarkable deliverance it is, of which he 
gave am account in the year 1760. ‘ Some years fince ] 
lived at a place very near the river Rhine. In that part, it 
is broader than the Thames at London-bridge, and extreme- 
ly rapid. But having been long praétifed in {wimming, 
I made no fcruple of going into it at any time. Only I 
was always careful to keep near the fhore, that the flream 
might not carry me away. Once, however, being lefs care- 
ful than ufual, I was unawares drawn into the mid channel. 
The water there was extremely rough, and poured along 
like a galloping horfe. 1 endeavoured to fwim againft it, 
but in vain, till I was hurried far from home. When I 
was almoft {pent, I refted upon my back, and then looked 
about for a landing place, finding I muft either land or fink. 
With much difficulty I got near the fhore. But the rocks 
were fo ragged and fharp, that I faw, if I attempted to land 
there, I fhould be torn in pieces. So I was conftrained to 
turn again to the mid ftream: at laft, defpairing of life, I 
was cheered by the fight of a fine fmooth creek, into which 
I was {wiftly carried by a violent flream. <A building ftood 
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direGily acrofs it, which I did not then know to be a pow= 
der-mill. The Jaft thing I can remember was, the ftriking 
of my breaft againft one of the piles whereon it ftood. I 
then loft my fenfes, and knew nothing more, till I rofe on 
the other fide of ae mill. When I came to myfelf, I was 
ina calm, fafe place, perfeétly well, without any forenefs 
or wearinefs at all. Nothing was amifs but the diftance of 
my clothes, the ftream having driven me five miles from the 
place where I left them. Many perfons g! aaly welcomed me 
on fhore: one gentleman in particular, who faid, “ I look- 
ed, when you went under the mill, and again when you rofe 
on the other fide. And the time of your being immerged 
among the piles, was exactly twenty minutes.” 

But fome will fay, “ Why this was a miracle!” Un- 
WHR it was. It was nota natural event; but a work 
wrought above the power of nature, probably by the mini- 
firy of angels. 

8. When he was yet very young, his father fent him to 
the univerfity of Geneva. After he had gone through the 
ufual courfe of ftudy, it was the defire of his parents, that he 
fhould be a clergyman, But it was his own defire and re- 
folution, to be an officer in the army. Not being able to 
gain their confent to this, he, without their confent, went 
away to Lifoon. Here he gathered a company of his own 
countrymen, accepted of a captain’s commiflion, and en- 
gaged to ferve the king of Portugal, on board a man of 
war, which was juft then getting ready with all {peed, 
order to fail to Brazel. He then wrote to his parents, beg- 
ging them to fend him a confiderable fum of money.- Of 
this he expeéted to make a valt advantage. But they re- 
fuled him roughly: unmoved by this he determined to go 
without it, as foon as the fhip failed. But in the morn- 
ing, the maid waiting on him at breakfaft, let the tea-kettle 
fall, and fo f{calded his lec, that he kept his bed for a con- 


fiderable time afier. During that time, the fhip failed fox 


>. Rios st auae ohfera hi f 
Braz, ut it was oblerved that fhip was heard of no more. 
ene Galt ao” On pe. 1) ~ ee ‘ 
g. But how is this reconcileable with the account which 
} . > e> ones Cc Sse cade: , r 4 } > y 
hds heen given of his picty when he was a child? Very 


eafily: 
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éafily: it only fhews, that his piety declined while he was at 
the univerfity. (And this is too often the cafe of other 
youths in our own univerfities.) But it pleafed GOD at 
or before his journey to England, to lift up his head again. 

10. His defire of being an officer in the army continued 
after he returned from Lifbon. And when he was informed 
that his uncle, then a colonel in the Dutch fervice, had pro- 
cured a commiffion for him, he joyfully fet out for Flan- 
ders. But juft at that time the peace was concluded ; and 
his uncle dying quickly after, his hopes were biafled, and 
he gave up all thoughts of going into the army. And being 
difengaged from all bufinefs, he thought it would not be 
amifs, to {pend a little time in England. 

ii. Coming to the cuftom-houfe in London, with fome 
other young gentlemen, none of them could fpeak any Ex- 
glifh, they were treated with the utmoft furlinefs and il]-man- 
ners, by fome brutifh cuftom-houfe officers. Thefe not on- 
ly tock out, and jumbled together, all the things that were 
in their portmanteaus.; but took away their letters of recom- 
mendation : telling them, “ All letters mufebe fent by the 
poft.” They are fuch faucy and ill-mannered wretches as 
thefe that bring up an evil report on our nation. Britons 
might well be ftiled hofpitibus feri, if they were all Ike 
thefe vermin. 

12. From nence they went to an inn; but here they 
were under another difficulty. As they fpoke no Engi:/h, 
they could not tell how to exchange their foreign, into En- 
glifh money: till Mr. Fletcher, going to the door, heard a 
welledreft Jew talking French. He told him the difficul:y 
they were under, with regard to the exchange of moncy. 
The Jew replied, “ Give me your money, and | will get it 
changed in five minutes.” Mr. Fletcher without de lay gave 
him his purfe, in which were ninety pounds. As foon as 
he came back to his company, he told them what he had 
done, They al! cried out with one yoicc, “ then your mo- 
ney isgone. You need never expel to fee a crown ora 
doit of itany more. Men are conftantly waiting about the 
doors of thefe inns, on purpofe to take in young flrangers.”” 
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Seeing no remedy, no way to help himfelf, he coul 


commend his caufe toGOD. And that was enough. Bes 
] 


fore they had done breakfaft, in came the Jew, and brought 


d only 


him the whole money. 

13. Inquiring for a perfon who was proper to perfe& 
hin in the Engl/h tongue, (the rudiments of which he had 
begun to learn before he left Geneva) he was recommended 
to Mr. Burchell, who then kept a boarding {chool, at South. 
Nimms in Hertfordflire. And when Mr. Burchell removed 
to Hatfield, he chofe to remove with him. All the time 
he was both at South-Nimms and at Ilatfield, he was 
of a ferious and referved behaviour; very different 
from that of the other young gentlemen, who were his 
fellow fludents. Here he diligently fludied both the £n- 
gizfh \anguage, and all the branches of polite literature. 
Mean time his eafy and genteel behaviour, together with 
his eminent fweetnefs of temper, gained him the efteem 
as well as the affeéiion, of all that converfed with him. He 
frequently vifited fome of the firft families in Hatfield, who 
were all fond of hts converfation: fo lively and ingenious 
at the fame time, evidencing both the gentleman and the 
fcholar. All this time he had the fear of GOD deeply root- 
ed in his heart. But he had none to take him by the hand, 
and lead him forward in the ways of GOD. He flaid with 
Mr. Burchell about eighteen months, who loved him as his 
own fon. 

14. Afterwards one Mr. Dechamps, a French minilter, 
to whom he had been recommended, procured him the place 
of tutor to the two fons of Thomas Hill, Efquire, at Tern- 
Hall, in Shropfhire. In the year 1752, he removed into 
Mr. Jill’s family, and entered upon the tmportant province 
of inflruéting the young gentlemen. He ftill feared GOD, 
but had not yet an experimental fenfe of his love. Nor was 
he convinced of his own fallen flate, till one Sunday even- 
ing, a fervant came in to make up his fire, while he was wri- 
ting fome mufic, who looking at him with ferious concern, 
faid, “ Sir, I am forry to fee you fo employed on the Lord’s- 
day.” At firft his pride was alarmed, and his refentment 
moved 
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moved at being reproved by a fervant. But upon refleéti- 
on, he felt the reproof was juft. He immediately put away 
his mufic, and from that very hour, became a {trict obferver of 
the Lord’s-day. 
. I have heard two very different accounts of the man- 
ner wherein he had the firft notice of the ee called Me- 
thodifts. But 1 think it reafonable to prefer to any other, 
wat which I received from his own mouth. This was as 
follows : 

When Mr. Hill went up to Londow to a@ftend the par- 
liament, he took his family and Mr. Fleécher with him. 
While they flopped at Sv. Albcns, he walked out into the 
town, and did not return till they were fet out for London. 
A horfe being left for him, he rode after, and overtook them 
in the evening. Mr. Hi// afkirg him, why he ftayed behind?. 
He faid, ** As I was walking, I met with a poor old wo- 
man, who talked fo fweetly of Jefus Cheiit, that I knew 
not how the time paffed away.” I fhall wonder, faid Mrs. 
H. if our tutor does not turn Afethod:/t by and by. ‘ Me- 
thodi?, Madam, faid a pray what is that?’ She replied, 


“* Why, the Methods area ar do nothing but 


pray: they are seni all day and all might.” “ Are they?” 
faid he, “then by the help of GOD, L. will find them ont, 


y 


if they be above g1 round.” He did find them out not long 


after. and was admitted into the fociety. And from this 
, 4 


time, -whenever he was in town, he met in Mr. Richard 
Edwards’s clafs. This he found fo profitable to his foul, 
that he loft no aypereaney of mpchng: And he retained 
a peculiar regard for Mr. Edwards ull the day of his death 


+. 6 ees 


Of his C nver fron to GOD. 
ae te will be moft fatisfaftory to the ferious reader, to 


give an account of this in his own words. ‘They 
run thus, ‘The twelfth of January, in the year 1755, I 


receiyed the facrament of the Lord’s fupper, though my 
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ficart was as hard asa flone. The following day I felt the 
tyranny of fin more than ever, and an uncommon coldnefs 
in all religious duties. I felt the burden of my corruptions 
heavier than ever: there was no reft in my fleth. I called 
upon the Lord, but with fuch heavinefs, as made me fear 
it was loft labour. Many a time did I take up the bible 
to feek comfort; but not being able to read, I fhut it a- 
gain. The thoughts which engroffed my mind were thefe, 
Iam undone. I have wandered trom GOD more than e- 
ver. I have trampled undct-foot the frequent convithons 
which GOD has wrought in my heart. Inflead of going 
firait to Chrift, I have wafted my time, in fighting againf 
fin, by the fole ufe of the means of grace: as if the means 
would do me good, without the blefling of GOD. I ne- 
ver had faith: and without faith it is impofhible to pleafe 
GOD. Therefore all my thoughts, words, and works, 
however f{pecious before men, are utterly finful before GOD, 
And if Iam not changed before I go hence, I am loft to 
all eternity. 

2. When I faw that all my endeavours availed nothing 
againft my conquering fin, I almoft gave up all hope, and 
refolved to fin on and go to hell. Yet I had a frange thought, 
“ If I do go to hell, I will praife GOD there. And fince 
I cannot be a monument of his mercy in heaven, I will 
be a monument of his juftice tm hell.” But I foon reco- 
vered my ground. 1 thought, Chrift died for all. There- 
fore he died for me. He died to pluck fuch finners as I 
am out of the devil’s teeth. And as I fincerely defire to be 
his, he will furely take me to himfelf. He will furely lee 
me know before I die, that he has died for me. If he leaves 
me for awhile in this dreadful fate, it is only to thew me 
the depth he draws me out of. But then I thought, per- 
haps he will do itanly at my dying hour, And muft I fin 
on till then? How can I endure this? Bat I thought a- 
gain, my Saviour was above three and thirty years on earth. 
Let me wait for him as many years, and then I may have 
fome excufe for my impatience. Does GOD owe me any 
thing? Is he bound to time or place? Do I deferve any 

ching 
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thing at his hands but damnation? Yet anger was always 
one of the fins which I could not overcome. 1 went on 
finning and repenting, and finning again: but fill calling 
on GOD's mercy through Chrifl, 

g. 1 was now beat out of all my flrong holds. I fele 
my helplefinefs; and lay at the feet of Chrft. I cried, 
*“ Save me, Lord, asa brand plucked out of the fre! Give 
me juflifying faith: for the devil will furely reign over me, 
till thou takefl me into thy hand, 1 thall only be an inftru. 
ment in his hand to work wickednefs, tll thou flretch out 
thy almighty hand, and fave the loft creature, by free, un. 
merited grace.’ I feldom went to private prayer, but this 
thought came into my mind, this may be the happy hour, 
when thou wilt prevail with GOD! But fill | was difap- 
pointed. J cried to GOD: but my heart did not go with 
my lips. 1 prayed, but often could hardly keep awake, 
When overcome with heavinels, I went to bed; befeeching 
GOD to fpare me till the next day, that J “might renew my 
wreftling with him, till I fhould prevail, 

4- On Sunday the nineteenth in the evermng, |] heard 
an excellent fermon on thefe words; Being juflified by fasth, 
we have peace with GOD, through our Lord 7 /usChnifl, 1 
heard it attentively, but my heart was not moved. 1 was 
only fill more convinced, that I was an unbeliever, and 
that tll I had fauh, I fhould never have peace. The hymn 
after fermon fuited the fubje&t: but 1 could not join in 
finging it. Sol fat mourning while others rejoiced, | 
went home, ftill refolving to wreftie with the Lord like Ja- 
cob, till I fhould become a prevailing Lirael. 

5 Lbegged of GOD the following day, to thew me the 
wickednefs of my heart. I befought him to mereafe my 
convictions; for I was afraid I did not mourm enough for 
my fins. But l found relief in Mr. We/ey's journal, where 
I learned, that we fhould not build on what we feel, but go 
to Chrift with all our fins, and all our hardnets of beast 
On the twenty-firft | wrote down part of what filled my 
heart, namely, a confefhon of my fins, mifery, and he 
nels, together with a refoletion to feek Chn even 
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death. In the evening I read the fcriptures, and found a 
fort of pleafure, in feeing a piéture of my own wickednefs 
exaftly drawn in the third of the Romans, and that of my 
prefent condition in the feventh. I often wifhed to be ac- 
quainted with fomebody, who had been in “my condition, 
and refolved to feek for one, to whom I might unbofom my 
whole foul. On Thurfday Satan befet me hard: J finned, 
and grievoufly too. And now I almoft gave up all hope: 
i was on the brink of defpair: and neverthelefs continued 
to fall into fin, as often as I had temptation. But I muft 
obferve, that though I frequently thought, hell would be my 
portion, yet | never was much afraid of it: whether this 
was owing to a fecret hope, or to hardnefs of heart, ft 
know not. But I was continually crying out, What flu- 
pidity! I fee myfelf hanging over hell, as it were by a fin- 
gle thread! And yet I am not afraid, but fin on! O what 
is man without the grace of GOD! A very devil in wick- 
ednefs, though inferior to him in power! In the evening I 
went toa fincere friend, and told him fomething of my ftate. 
He endeavoured to adminifter comfort. But it was not 
fuited to my ftate. When we parted he gave me fome ad- 
vice, which was better fuited. to my condition. ‘* GOD, 
faid he, is merciful. GOD loves you, and if he denies 
you any thing, it is for your good. You deferve nothing 
at his hands; but wait patiently for him, and never give 
up your hope.” J] went home, refolved to follow his ad. 
vice, though I fhould flay till death. 

6. Epropofed toreceive the Lord’s fupper on the following 
Sunday. I therefore returned to my room, and looked out 
a facramental hymn. I learned it by heart, and prayed it 
over many times, intending to repeat it atthe table. Then 
I went to bed, with rather more hope and peace than I had 
felt for fome time. But Satan waked, though I flept. I 
dicamed I had committed a grievous and abominable fin, 
f awaked amazed and confounded, but fell upon my knees 
and prayed with more faith than ufual: and afterwards went 
avout my bufinefs with an uncommon cheerfulnefs. It was 
long betore I was tempted by my befetting fin: but I found 
it 
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it*had no power. My foul was not even ruffled. I took 
no notice of this at firft. But having withflood the temp- 
tation again and again, I perceived it was the Lord’s doing. 
Afterwards it was fuggefted, It is prefumption for fuch a 
fiuner, to hope for fo great a mercy. I prayed, that I might 
not be ina delufion; and the more I prayed, the more clear- 
ly I faw it was real. For though fin ftirred all the day 
long, I always overcame it in the name of the Lord. 


[ Contenu ‘d to Page wr 
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A fhort ACCOUNT of the 
af 


CONVERSION and DEATH of 


CASTER GARRET, 


In a LETTER to a FRIEND. 
s 


(CASTER GARRET was born in Ireland, of proteftant pa- 
rents, and lived without GOD in 1! 
year of his age. About that time, being afflicted, he was 


ve world till the 55// 


greatly alarmed on account of his fins: but when he recover- 
ed, this conviction wore off, on which he grew carelefs a- 
gain. Shortly after, it pleafed GOD to lay his hands 
on a neighbour of his, who was a very wicked young man. 
This ficknefs was fo fanétified to him, that when he recover- 
ed, he evidenced that a real change was wrought upon him, 
Prefently after, a prayer-meeting being appointed at his ho 


uli 
many came to.it, and among the reft, Caffer Garret. He 


had not attended long, before he was awakened again 
fenfe of his danger. On feeing the houfe, where we met, 
too {mall, he offered us the ule of his barn to meet in. 
After fome time, the Lord affli€ted him again. Now 
finding himfelf exceedingly ill, his fins were fet in array be- 
fore him. On this, he fent for me, to pra 
When I came, I afked him if he faw that he 


of a Saviour? He anfwered, *“ Yes, 


at o< 
with fim 


" 
f ? 
ftood in need 


do you fee the neceflity of being barn 
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ed, “I know I deferve hell; and added, O pray that Chrift 
may have mercy on me, and reveal himfelf in my foul.” 
On hearing this, I urged him to pray for himfelf, and to 
expect the. pardon of all his fins: telling him that when he 
was juftified, he would find peace with GOD, through our 
Lord Jefus Chrift. I then left him earnefly crying for mer- 
cy. When I vifited him again, though he feemed .better 
in body, yet he continued to cry out for the falvation of 
his foul. 

Nov. 18, 1785, Bis diforder increafing, he fent for me 
_. When I came, he took me by the hand, and fad, 

OD is love! O help me to praife him.” 

fter prayer he rejoiced exceedingly, and faid, “ Chrift 
has done great things for me! I have given up wife and 
friends!. 1 am.crucified to the world, and the fear of death 
is quite gone.” 

He then fent for his friends and neighbours, and charged 
them to foifake their fins, and turn to GOD: adding, “ If 
you do, he will have mercy on you.” To one whom he 
knew to be a fabbath-breaker, he faid, ‘* You have. often 
grieved me by breaking the fabbath of the Lord: I charge 
you to quit your fins, and to cry to GOD for mercy; oF 
elfe where I am going, you will never come.” In _fhort; 
he preached Chrift to all who came near him, and exhorted 
them fpeedily to turn from all their fins. 

Thus he continued for two days. When ] returned, on 
finding he was ftill happy in GOD, we fung the following 
hymn: 

O the infinite cares, 
Temptations and f{nares, 
His hand hath conduéted me through: 
O the bleffing beftow’d, 
By a bountiful GOD! 


And,the mercies eternally new. 


A friend coming into the room, he fpeke to him mm 2 ve- 
ry comfortable manner: and then faid, “ blefled be GOD 
whe fends his children from diferent places to | me!” 

\ wiber 
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Another coming to fee him, who fpoke very comforta- 
bly, he alked him, “ what think you of Chrift?” On my 
faying, , 

“ My Jefus to know, and feel his blood flow, 
"Tis life everlafling, ‘tis heaven below,” 


he anfwered, “ O Jefus, did every creature enjoy as much 
happinefs as I do at the prefent, it would be a happy world 
indeed: it would be juft fuch a world as it ought to be! O 
what a pity it is that every creature does not love Jefus!” 
“On my faying, look to GOD for an entire change of 
heart, he anfwered, “I will;” and immediately added, “““O 
Jelus, as thou haft in great mercy julftified me freely, I 
befeech thee fan&tify me wholly !” 

The next night he fent for me again. When I came, 
he faid, “ O John, flay with me this night! I fhall foon 
go home !” But, faid I, do you think yoy are ready ? He 
anfwered, “ Jefus can foon make me ready.” He thea 
defired his brother’s wife to read him a rejoicing hymn. 

Prefently after fatan made his laft effort againft him. 
For all on a fudden he cried out aloud, “ I am undone! un- 
done! I have loft my way! the Lord is departed from me! 
O, it was all lies I was telling! GOD has thewed me that 
I am a great finner! I fee my fins before me, as a mighty 
army ready to devour me! O my GOD, I am undone, un- 
done!” I then faid, fear not! it is the enemy who wants 
to deftroy your confidence, and to remove you from the 
rock of your falvation. But ftronger is he that is for you, 
than all that are againf{ you! He anfwered, “ I hope fo ;” 
but yet continued in great diftrefs, On my mentioning 
thofe words, if we confefs our fins, GOD is faithful ane 
jult to forgive us our fins, and to cleanfe us from all un- 
righteoufnefs ; he anfwered, “ GOD is faithful and juft! 
He is come! Help me up! Bleffed be GOD! He is come!” 
Then giving a {tarp with his foot ; he faid, “ Satan! I fLlamp 
thee under my feet! O my dear friends and neighbours, praife, 
praife the Lord with me! For he is come in mercy to 
my foul! The terror is gone! The fting of death is gonc! 

Vou. 41. G O death, 
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O death, where is thy fling! O grave, where is thy victory! 
Bleffed be Jefus who hath given me the yidtory! O; I feet 
his love in my heart!” 

“ Praife GOD from whom all bleffings flow !” 

The exceeding great joy he felt im his foul, gave vigour 
to his body alfo. For, before this deliverance; he could 
{carce bear to be turned tn the bed: bit now he could ht 
up himfelf, without any help; yea, we all thought he could 
walk over the room ! 

A boy feeing this mighty change, ran home to his mo- 
ther, and faid, mother get up; for my uncle will foon be 
well! I never faw fuch a change before! 1] think he can 
walk over the room! Qn hearing this, fhe came; and was 
aftonifhed at what fhe faw and heard. 

His wife coming into the raom, praifed the Lord for 
what he had done for him! She then faid, my dear hafband, 
Iam willing to part with you; for you are GOD’s and not 
mine. [| freely give you up to kim. Farewell, my dear 
hufband! O that my laft end may be like yours! To which 
he anfwered, “ O that it may !” 

“ Our mourning is all at an end, 

“ When rais’d by the life-giving word,” 
He juft faid, “ Iam happy!” and then he fell afleep in the 
arms of Jefus. 


Nevember 27, 1785. 
— te» 
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A LeEtTer to a Person in high Life. 


Matthew vi. 19. 





Lay not up for yourfelocs Treafures on Earth, &e: 






HY do you fet your heart on earth, 
Or plume yourfelf on wealth or birth? 
Writ 









POETRY, 


What blifs can thefe afford? 
Will they prolong your fleeting breath? 
Or refcue from the jaws of death 
Their fupercilious Lord? 


Do not the rich, as wel} as poor, 
Find death ftill knocking at their door? 
Or does he lefs invade 
The lofty caftles of the great, 
Shining in all the pomp of fate, 
Than poyerty’s low thed? 


Remember then how foon you mut 
Yield unto death, and in the duft 
Your empty honours Jay: 
Your years with fwift, though filent pace, 
Slide on, nor linger in the race, 
To bring th’ unwelcome day. 


Then nought on earth you call your own, 


Will follow you to worlds unknown; 

Your every dear delight, 
Your houfe, your land, your pleafing wife, 
And all the comforts of this life, 

Will vanifh out of fight. 


Not one of all thofe fpreading trees, 
Planted by you to catch the breeze, 
And form the cooling fhade; 
Their fhort-liy’d mafler will purfue, 
Except the cypsefs be your due, 
To death once faered. made. 


Nor wealth, nor birth, relief in hell 

Can yield, where lordly Dives fell, 
Involv’d in torments dire ; 

Ot all his vat, his boundlefs ftore, 

No mite is left him, to procure 
One drep to quench the fire, 













POETRY. 






Hear him deplore his haplefs fate, 

He cries for mercy, now toa late; 
To Abraham tells his grief: 

“ Have pity, father, on thy fon, 

On me beftow one little boon, 

To give me fome relief! 


ie ee 
iiag ee 


The favour which I afk of thee 
Is this, fend Laz’rus unto me, 
Who am with torment flung; 
That he into the cooling ftream 
May dip his finger, damp the flame 
That preys upon my tongue.” 
























That fuch may never be your end, 

By this be warn’d, in time, my friend, 
This mammon-god defpife; 

But make the living Lord your flay, 

That when this world fhall fail, you may 


Have treafures in the fkies. 
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2 KINGS ii. 11. And parted them both afunder. 


HAT chariot, in my life’s fhort day, 
I oft haye feen defcend, 

To tear my other felf away, 

To part me from my friend. 
But lo, it comes my foul t’unite 

With thofe that went before, 
It whirls me to my friends in light, 
Where we fhall part no more. 


